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The Listener

BEER

DAY everybody is hilariously
drinking beer and on the roads from
the farms the dairy farmers are dump-
ing milk.
£k ¥

THIRTY HOUR WEEK

HE thirty-hour week bill passed by
the Senate exempts farm workers,
domestic help, officers, executives, su-
perintendents and their personal and im-

mediate clerical assistants. Also there is
an amendment to exempt canneries and
establishments engaged in preparing
fish, fruits and vegetables of a perishable
nature. The Secretary of Labor is given
power to grant further exemptions.

Senator Hugo Black (D), of Ala-
bama, author of the bill, declared that
as a result of the bill 6,000,000 unem-
ployed would be put back to work.
And then there are about eleven mil-
lion left, not to speak of those who are
on part time.

Dorothy Day picketing a civil defense drill in
City Hall Park, New York City, April 17, 1959
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SCHOOL PUPILS STRIKE

N Chicago 12,000 pupils are showing

unusual consideration for their teach-
ers. They went on strike to protest un-
paid salaries. Some of the teachers
blandly said that the walkout was due
to spring fever, and other teachers not
in- favor of being struck for, claim that
“reds” are agitating, as they doubtless
are. Whether or not the strike is due
to Communist agitation, teachers
should receive their pay, and there
should be no reduction in the budget
of the board of education just at this
time when so many young boys and
girls who would work if they could get
jobs are going back to school to try to
fit themselves for jobs when jobs are
available. Schools have never been so
crowded,. and all over the country
schools are closing, not paying their
teachers, and cutting their budgets.
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WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

ALKED to Pauline Newman of

the International Ladies’ Garment
Workers today. She said, “There’s only
two ways of bettering the condition of
women in labor. One is organization
and the other is legislation. Women in
industry are only ten per cent organ-
ized. So it stands to reason that legis-
~lation is the best remedy. We have
. ‘legislation which = promotes sanitary

Negro Labor on

Levees Exploited
by U.S. War Dept.

Much publicity but nothing
done:. Seven 12-hour days a
week at 10 cents an hour.
Workers charged for water.

The unbelievable misery and ex-
ploitation of some 5,000 Negro workers
in the Mississippi Flood Control project
which is undertaken and financed by
the War Department of the United
States Government has been given a
great deal of publicity in the papers
since the summer of 1932, but as yet
nothing has been done about it, accord-
ing to Roy Wilkins, Assistant Secretary
of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People.

Two private investigations have been
made and the following conditions have
been revealed. Negroes on levee work
in both private and Government camps
have been worked seven days a week
for as much as twelve hours and’ in
many cases fourteen and sixteen hours
a day, and have been worked nights in
addition to overlong daytime hours
without overtime pay.

TEN CENTS AN HOUR

The rate of pay has been ten cents an
hour and even less, and in many cases
men have only received a fraction of
the pay stipulated and also have been

(Continued on page 2, column 1)

Less Child Labor
Due to Present

Low Wage Scale

Grown people work for wages
formerly paid children, says
Labor head.

Despite current opinion, there are less
children in industry now than ever be-
fore, according to Clare Lewis, director
of the Junior Placement Division of the
State Department of Labor.

“Employers can get grown people to
work for the wages they used to pay to
children,” she said the other day, “so
they do not need to employ children
who generally are inexperienced.”

“Whenever the general interest of any
particular class suffers, or is threatened
with evils, which can in no other way
be met, the public authority must step
in'to meet them.”—Leo XIII.

In regard to the work of placing
young people in jobs she said:

“The trouble is the educational sys-
tem on the one hand and both the
employers and the unions on the other.
It is only in the last few years that
there have. been vocational councillors
going around to the schools advising
young people about trades, telling them
where to go. And a boy who wants to
learn printing, for instance, will find
that there is a limited number of open-
ings in the schools. He has difficulty

(Continued on page 2, column 3)

Attention Police!

This is for the Police Depart-
ment of New York City.

HIS first issue of THE CATHOLIC

WORKER 'is dedicated to the police
of New York City, who we expect to
be out in great numbers on May Day
and whose attention we wish to call
to the two encyclicals, The Reconstruc-
tion of the Social Order, by Pope Leo
XIII, and Forty Years After, by Pope
Pius XI. .

If the police don’t want to buy this.
paper we will give it to them. As so
many of them are good Catholics,
prominent and resplendent . in. Holy
Name Processions and at Communion
breakfasts, we feel sure that they will
give this issue, which is dedicated to
them, their sympathetic and intelligent

*(Continued on page 5, column 1)
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Do Something! Join
~ Catholic League for
Social Justice,
Now!

are at 30 West Sixteenth Street, New

F you want to add your name to
those who are interested in achieving
social justice, if you wish to join the
crusade which will start a fight to re-
construct the social prder as soon as the
work of organization is complete, send
in your name to the Catholic League
for Social Justice, the offices of which

York City. .

Details of the League will be mailed
to you. If you are in the neighborhood
drop in to the offices and fill out appli-

attention. 5 .
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Easy Essays

By
PETER MAURAIN

INSTITUTIONS—
CORPORATIONS

EAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU

says:

“Man is naturally good, but in-
stitutions make him bad, so let us
overthrow institutions.”

I say man is naturally bad, but
corporations, not institutions, make
him worse. .

“An institution,” says Emerson,
“js the extension of the soul of
man.”

When institutions are no longer
the extension of the soul of the
founder they have become corpora-
tions.

Institutions are founded to foster
the welfare of the masses.

Corporations are organized to
promote the wealth of the classes.

So the question is not to organize
bigger corporations, but to found
better institutions.

* *x X

ETHICS AND ECONOMICS

INCOLN STEFFINS says:
“The social problem is not a
political problem; it is an economic
problem.”

Kropotkin says:

“The economic problem is not an
economic problem; it is an ethical
problem.”

Thorstein Veblen says:

“There are no ethics in modern
society.”

" R. H. Tawney says:

“There were high ethics in so-
ciety when the Canon Law was the
law of the land.” v

The high ethics of the Canon
Law are embodied in the encycli-
cals of Pius XI and Leo XIII on
the social problem. ;

To apply the ethics of the en-
cyclicals to the problems of today,
such is the purpose of Catholic Ac-

tion.
x5 kTR

BLOWING THE DYNAMITE

ITING about the Catholic
Church, a radical writer says:-
“Rome will have to do more than
to play a waiting game; she will

cation blanks. . é

(Continued on page 8, column 3)

*“—-H"_Il i | ] | —— ] ] m—— ] o ] ] o— ] ] —— ] ] — ] ] s—— ] ] —

“This first number of The Catholic
Worker was planned, written and edited
in the kitchen of a tenement on Fifteenth
Street, on subway platforms, on the "L’
the ferry. There is no editorial office no
overhead in the way of telephone or
electricity; no salaries paid.”
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First Issue of The Catholic Worker, May 1933
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“For those who think that
there is no hope for the
future, no recognition of

their plight, - this little
paper is addressed
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The Catholic Worker

(at present) a monthly, published and
edited by

DOROTHY DAY
PETER MAURAIN
JOHN DAY, Jr.

AT

54 SCARBORO AVENUE
ROSEBANK, STATEN IsLanD
New York City

To Our Readers

«~L

For those who are sitting on
park benches in the warm spring
sunlight.

For those who are huddling in
shelters trying to escape the rain.

For those who are walking the
streets in the all but futile search
for work.

For those who think that there
is no hope for the future, no recog-
nition of their plight,—this little
paper is addressed.

Tt is printed to call their atten-
tion to the fact that the Catholic
Church has a social program—to
let them know that there are men
of God who are working not only
for their spiritual, but for their
material welfare.

<
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FILLING A NEED

T’S time there was a Catholic

paper printed for the unem-
ployed. The fundamental aim of
most radical sheets is the conver-
sion of its readers to Radicalism
and Atheism.

Is it not possible to be radical
and not atheist?

Is it not possible to protest, to
expose, to complain, to point out
abuses and demand reforms with-
out desiring the overthrow of re-
ligion?

In an attempt to popularize and
make known the encyclicals of the
Popes in regard to social justice
and the program put forth by the
Church for the “reconstruction of
the social order,” this news sheet,
THE CatHOLIC WORKER, i8S
started.

It is not as yet known whether
it will be a monthly, a fortnightly
or a weekly. It all depends on the
funds collected for the printing
and distribution. Those who can
subscribe, and those who can do-
nate, are asked to do so.

This first number of THE CATH-
oric WORKER was planned, writ-
ten and edited in the kitchen of a
tenement on Fifteenth Street, on
subway platforms, on the “L,” the
ferry. There is no editorial office,
no overhead in the way of tele-
phone or electricity; no salaries
paid.

The money for the printing of
the first issue was raised by
begging small contributions from
friends. A colored priest in New-
ark sent us ten dollars and the
prayers of his congregation. A
colored sister in New Jersey,
garbed also in holy poverty, sent
us a dollar. Another kindly and
generous friend sent twenty-five.
The rest of it the editors squeezed
out of their own earnings, and at
that they were using money neces-
sary to pay milk bills, gas bills,
electric light bills.

By accepting delay the utilities
did not know that they were fur-
thering the cause of social justice.
They were, for the time being, un-
witting coGperators.

We are asking our friends and
sympathizers to help out towards
the next issue by sending contri-
butions to TrHE CATHOLIC
WoRkKER, which will be edited this
month at 54 Scarboro Avenue,
Rosebank, Staten Island. ;

Next month someone may do-
nate us an office. 'Who knows?

It is cheering to remember that
Jesus Christ wandered this earth
with no place to lay His Head.
The foxes have holes and the birds
of the air their nests, but the Son
of Man has no place to lay His
Head. And when we consider our
fly-by-night existence, our uncer-
tainty, we remember (with pride
at sharing the honor), that the
disciples supped by the seashore
and wandered through corn fields
picking the ears from the stalks
wherewith to make their frugal
meals.
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A VOTE OF THANKS

T is the policy of the Unem-

ployed Councils which is recruit-
ing members through its block
committees by canvassing and by
circular appeals, to keep religion
out of their discussions.

The Unemployed Councils are
affiliated with the Communist
Party, and the Communist Party
Headquarters are in Moscow, and
the Moscow official religion is
Atheism. But organizers are ad-
vised by the writings of Lenin to
avoid the issue of religion, and not
to antagonize workers who have re-
ligious affiliations.

Through this avoidance of fun-

damentals, the Unemployed Coun-
cils have been able to recruit a
large number of Italians who are
unemployed.

The aims of the Unemployed
Councils, the organizers tell them,
is to promote unemployment in-
surance,—home relief, compensa-
tion for the workers,—in other
words, social justice.

If an organizer hears of a case
where the family is having trouble
in getting attention from the Home
Relief Bureaus, a delegation from
the Council goes with the mother
or father to the Home Relief Bu-
reau and demands attention, and
usually gets it. They get what
they are after because they are
zealous, efficient, and unafraid to
start a scene, a scandal, to face the
clubs of police or the judge in the
police court.

Indeed, they welcome dis-
turbances and the more of their
members are arrested or clubbed,
the greater the organization of the
Unemployed Councils grow.

“The blood of martyrs is the
seed of the Church.” That saying
holds good for Communists too.
The more they are martyred,—
more violence they can provoke,
the more publicity they can get,—
the more attention is paid to their
demands.

And the Council grows. There
are in addition to the headquarters,
offices at thirty or more places
throughout Greater New York.
Block committees hire empty
stores and put up signs in the win-
dows. Are you being treated
right at Home Relief Stations?
If not, come in here and we will
help you. Home Relief! Are you
getting it? Inquire of us what to
do! And little entertainments are
given to increase codperative feel-
ing.

One such entertainment proved
a boomerang a few weeks ago at
the Block committee headquarters
on East Fifteenth Street, between
Avenue A and B.

A group of Italian families had
gathered together under the aus-
pices of the Unemployed Councils
to witness a little entertainment
provided by the young people of
another section. The Block Com-
mittee did not know ‘what the en-
tertainment was to consist of.
They were as horrified as the
Italian visitors when they found
that the organization of children
had elected to put on a little drama
called, “Mr. God is Not at Home,”
which treated of religion scorn-
fully and scoffingly.

The Ttalian audience was horri-
fied, and one man threatened to
wreck the place. There was al-
most a riot and the audience

walked out on the show and the
organizers of the Block Committee
were infinitely sorry, they said,
that such a scandal had taken
place, as they would not for the
world offend the religious sensi-
bilities of their new adherents.

“We must not only admit all
those workers who still retain faith
in God, we must redouble our ef-
forts to recruit them. We are ab-
solutely opposed to the slightest
affront to these workers’ religious
convictions,” says Lenin in his
pamphlet on Religion,

“The propagation of Atheism by
the Social Democracy must be su-
bordinated to a more basic task—
the development of the class strug-
gle of the exploited masses against
the exploiters.” “The Marxist
must be a materialist, i.e., an
enemy of religion.” . . . But “A
Marxist must place the success of
the movement above all else .
the preaching of Atheism is super-
fluous and harmful—not from the
narrow-minded consideration of not
frightening the backward elements
—but from the point of view of
the actual progress of the class
struggle which in the conditions of
modern capitalist society will con-
vert Christian workers to a Social
Democracy and to Atheism a hun-
dred times more effectively than
any bald atheist sermons. To
preach Atheism at such a time,
and in such circumstances, would
only be playing into the hands of
the Church and the priests, who
would desire nothing more than to
have the workers participating in
the strike movement divided in ac-
cordance with their religious be-
liefs.” (Italics not ours.)

So the little affair on East Fif-
teenth Street turned out to be one
of those occasions when the young
Communists played into the hands
of the priests, and we must thank
them for their zeal.

-

“What a lamentable fact that there
have been, and that there are even now
some who while professing the Catholic
faith, are well-nigh unmindful of that
sublime law of justice and charity which
binds us not only to give each man his
due, but to succor our brethren as
Christ Our Lord Himself; worse still,
that there are those who out of greed
for gain do not shame to oppress the
workingman. . . . Indeed there are some
who can abuse religion itself, cloaking
their own unjust imposition under its
name, that they may protect themselves
against the clearly just demands of their
employees . . . Such men are the cause
that the Church, without deserving it,
may have the appearance and be ac-
cused of taking sides with the wealthy,
and of being little moved by the needs
and sufferings of the disinherited.”—
Pius X1.

“Dorothy now belongs to history; as exemplar, mystic, lover of life, fighter of the good fight.

Without Dorothy, without that exemplary patience, courage, moral modesty, without this woman
pounding at the locked door behind which the powerful mock the powerless with the games of
triage, without her, the resistance we offered would have been simply unthinkable. She urged our
consciences off the beaten track; she made the impossible [in our case] probable, and then actual.”

All honor to you, Dorothy!”
-Daniel Berrigan, S.]., March 1981

St. Joseph House Soup Kitchen, 1972
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For further information please visit dorothydaydoc.com

mu.edu/library/archives/day.shtml



